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April is in my mistress’ face 
  Composed by Thomas Morley      
  

 
 

Text for this Selection 
April is in my mistress’ face, 
And July in her eyes hath place; 
Within her bosom is September, 
But in her heart a cold December. 

 
Biography and Historical Context 
Thomas Morley, (born in 1557 or 1558,  
Norwich, England – died October 1602, London),  
was an English composer, organist, and music theorist. Along with his teacher, 
William Byrd, Thomas Morley is recognized as one of the first great English 
madrigal composers.  
 
This selection was first published in 1594, the first selection of twenty-two 
original compositions in a collection titled Madrigals in Four Voices. These 
selections were highly influenced by the Italian madrigal tradition, and are 
characterized by “direct effectiveness, gentle harmonic warmth, springy 
rhythms, and clarity of texture.” (Encyclopedia Britannica) 
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